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from Paul Coueslant 

Chair, Sandown Carnival Association 
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I’m very pleased to report that 2022 was a 
hugely successful comeback year for 
Sandown Carnival. 


We'd had a frustrating time for two whole summer seasons. The pandemic stopped us putting on 
our usual events and the 2021 New Year’s Day Celebrations were a casualty too. So it was a big 
relief when our 2022 New Year event could go ahead. Thousands turned out on a winter Saturday, 
lining the seafront and clifftops as far as Culver Down to enjoy the spectacular fireworks display. 


It proved a great start to the year. From the Main and Children’s Carnivals in July to our first 
Sandown Bay Regatta and the Illuminated Carnival in August, all our summer events were blessed 
with fine weather and fantastic public support. 


Crowd numbers aren't 
straightforward to estimate, 
but it’s safe to say at least 
10,000 residents and 
visitors came to see 
Sandown Carnival’s events 
in 2022. 
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Just as encouraging, getting 
on for 1,000 people of all 
ages - performers, 
musicians, community 
groups, market traders, tug- 
of-war teams...among 
others - participated in the 
events. 


Offering a platform for creativity and talent, as well as opportunities for local businesses and the 
community, is what Sandown Carnival is all about and we're delighted so many took part in 2022. 


Our dolphin-themed 
Carnival float had to wait 
two years for its public 
debut but, once unveiled, 
became an instant star of 
the show in parades across 
the Island. 


The 2022 Sandown 
Queens and their dolphins 
represented us at 
seventeen events through 
the year, bagging a clutch 
of awards along the way 
including three First Place 
trophies, with the float 
winning its own top prize for 
Best Constructed Entry. 
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As always, none of Sandown Carnival’s work is possible 
without the dedicated contribution of scores of volunteers 
who are the lifeblood of the organisation. 


They give their time, skills and talents to ensure our High Come and j Join us! 
Street shop provides vital income, build our float and ey Ae oe 
look after our Queens, act as collectors and stewards at fata a iy 
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our events and - not least - help run things as members 
of our Committee. 


My admiration and thanks go to each and every one of 
them. 


Sandown Carnival has been entertaining the town since 
1889 and it’s a priority for the Committee to ensure new 
volunteers continue to come on board. 
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That way, we can look forward to a successful and Bor pout anda ns 
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vibrant Carnival for generations to come. | ee 
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There are others to thank for our 
success in 2022, including the Island’s 
|. _ High Sheriff Kay Marriott (pictured with 
~~ entertainer Joe Plumb) who gave her 
enthusiastic support to the Regatta. 


We're eternally grateful to everyone 
who dropped coins and notes into our 
collection buckets, donated online or 
gave items to our High Street shop to 
help boost our income. 


And the support of Sandown Town 
Council, Sandown Pier and Sandham 
Gardens - who generously hosted the 
Children’s Carnival - was invaluable. 


We know financial 
circumstances for many, 
Sandown Carnival included, 
look challenging as we move 
into a new year. 


But you can be sure we 
intend to carry on entertaining 
the town and its visitors. 


Let’s hope for another 
summer when our events 
bring fun and joy, and the 
High Street and seafront are 
packed once again. 


Very best wishes for 2023, 
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